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GOOD CLOTHES SHOP

It makes no particular difference whether the
garment bought here is on duty the first day or has
seen months of service the shape remains. So does
the color.

No matter what the shape and size of your fig-
ure, we guarantee a perfect fit.

FURNISHINGS, HATS AND SHOES

HUB CLOTHING HOUSE
MAIN AND BANK STREETS

SPECIALS AFTER
6 P. M. SATURDAY
BAKER S CHOCOLATE,

300 Lots Sold to Delighted Buyers
200 Equally as Choice Lots. $150 and Upward, for Sale on the Same Terms

$1 DOWN 50c, 75c or $1 A WEEK

No Interest No Taxes. Contracts and Deeds from Bridgeport Trust Co.

Grasmere has 1800 Feet Frontage on the Street Car Line in Magnifi-
cent Fairfield Avenue Making Every Lot a Safe and Sure In-

vestment. IT IS IN A CLASS BY ITSELF.

COME TO-MORR- OW SUNDAY

TAKE Ash Creek Cars to End of Line at Grasmere or
Fairfield Cars and Get off at Grasmere. See Our Big Sign.

GROVER & LAYMAN, "T&E""

i CONFECTIONERY SUGAR . . 6c per"!o
; POWDERED SUGAR
CUBE SUGAR . .

rjKUiO
IJELLO ICE CREAM POWDER . .10c per package

Bridgeport Public Market
And BRANCH

I Public Market Building
State and Bank Sts.

GEORGE B. CLARK & CO.
:ON DtNTVO ROOM SUITS

WE ARE SHOWING A
IN

OUR fflLjIiLEADER ffffiM
Well made and finished, $45.00

SHIRT WAIST BOXES SHIRT WAIST BONES
200 regular $1.50 Boxes for 98c

THE DAY LIGHT STORE
1067 TO 1073 BROAD STREET Opp. Post Office
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will be. Hither .the young men and
maidens will come to stroll, and often,
through the generations, the most
momentous question of life will here
be put, and the answer to it given,

(Here they will bring their children
to play, where Nature seems to bold a
never ending holiday and dance in
which the sunbeams and shadows join.
The artist and the poet will find in-

spiration here,' and the weary multi-
tude refreshment, in the fresh air and
sunshine and flowers, beneath the
witchery of the soft blue sky, and
along the river brink. From the
sweetness of sky and leaf, of grass
and water, and the bright light life of
bird and beast and child, they will
absorb the spirit with which he was
imbued the love of nature and of
man. And the whispering breezes and
song of bird and hum of bees and
odor of the flowers and beauty of the
landscape will "tell of the gift and
giver forever."

What a glorious Immortality he has
won in thus identifying his personalitywith the purest pleasures of the mul-
titude. This humble man has triumph-
ed over 'oblivion. The tooth of time
which knaws their very names from
the tombstones of the great can, harm
him not. For to endless generations
he has become a part of that which is
around them. He is made one with
nature. She here arrays herself in
gladness to manifest his excellence. He
is a portion of the loveliness he made
more lovely. He is their companionfor all time.

Into their keeping, to the remotest
posterity, we commit this statue,
wherein the sculptor with marvelous
skill and fidelity has portrayed to them
th9 human form in which his spiritonce did dwell.

But let us not overlook what is, af-
ter all, the most important fact in Mr
Beardsley's relation to this park. "The
awful shadow of an unseen power
floats, though unseen, among us," and
he was but its instrument.

If we had stood with Deacon Rob-
ert Walker and the Stratford Com-
mittee on this spot, on that eventful
winter afternoon, 1715, less than two
hundred years ago, when they laid it
out for him as a part of the primevalforest which had covered this section,ever since the time, 10,000 years be-
fore, when the ice cap that had so
long overlaid all New England to the
depth of five thousand feet and more,
at last retreated to its polar fastness-
es, and, in melting, deposited the
boulders and shaped the surface of
this park substantially as it is today,and had tried to guess the true mean-
ing of their act, in the providential
plan, which with increasing purposeruns through ail fne ages, how com-
pletely we should have missed it.

At that time there were not above
20,000 souls in all Connecticut. ThoughStratford and Fairfield had been set-
tled seventy-fiv- e years, there were not
then within those parts of them which
now make up the whole town of
Bridgeport seventy-flv- e families. Of
these, fifteen lived on Old Mill Green
and Old Mill Hill' and the rest near
the Junction of North and Park ave-
nues. The country hereabouts was a
wilderness, greatly infested with
wolves and bears.

Two centuries have hardly gone by
when 20,000 families are found livingin the town. And by the continuing
operation of the same causes which
have wrought this wonderful change,we can now see that within an equalfuture period the whole region between
the Housatonlc River on the east and
Mill River on the west and extendingfar to the north of us, will become one
of the great workshops of our country,
and be filled with a teeming and
greatly congested population, to whom
a park at this place will be an abso-
lute necessity, since all the country
round us will then be covered with
private dwellings. And so it will con-
tinue for ages. All this was hidden
from Deacon Walker as he stood here
that day beneath the leafless branch-
es and looked up at the winter sky.But much besides was hidden from
him as he trudged home that night to
Stratford through the snow.

(He was then forty-seve- n years old,
and his wife xvae forty-on- e. As he en-
tered his door on Stratford Green,seven children ran to meet him.
among them little Robert, yrixo was to

(Continued from First Page.)
upon the dissensions caused by the
settlement over it of the Rev. John
Davenport, previously the founder of
New Haven Colony, he seceded with
others and founded the ftld South
Church of Boston.

The Rev. Peter Prudden led his lit-th- e
flock from Herodshire in the west

of England, near Wales, in Mr. Dav-
enport's Company, to Boston, and then
to New Haven, and later to Milford
which he founded.

In the next century the Rev. Rich-
ardson Minor, a graduate minister,was settled over what was then called
Unity Parish, now the town of Trum-
bull. He was, at the same time, a
successful practitioner of medicine m
Stratford, Stratfield now Bridgeport,and Fairfield. In 1744. however, he
changed his religious views and Join-
ed the Episcopal church in Stratford,
taking with him two-thir- ds of his con-
gregation, and sought Episcopal or-
dination. He sailed for England for
that purpose, but was captured by the
French, taken to Port Louis and Im-

prisoned. Later he was released and
went to England where, at Salisbury,he soon died of a fever. It is said
that, even at that early date, the Brit-
ish government designed to make him
the first Episcopal Bishop of North
America.

Mr. Beardsley's deep regard for his
family and all connected with it, led
him to acquire the property which he
afterwards gave to our city for a park.
On the 25th of February, 1715, the land
where we now stand was laid out by
the authorities of Stratford to Robert
Walker, the great-grandfath- er of his
mother. It continued in the family for
nearly one hundred years when it was
sold to outsiders. When later Mr.
Beardsley was born and grew to man-
hood, out of money he had earned and
saved, he bought it back, every acre
of it, and latter gave it to the city as
a lasting memorial of the Beardsley
family. It was because the sweat of
his great-grandfath- er, grandfatherand mother had mingled with its soil
and from it had come elements which
made up their flesh and blood he ac-

quired It, and, as we shall hereafter
see, there was another tie that bound
him to it stronger than any parchment
record.

Mr. Beardsley's early education was
obtained in the public schools of Mon-
roe, and at an academy kept there by
Samuel 93. 'Beardsley, for forty-seve- n

years a successful instructor of youth
from all parts of the country. But
he was his own best teacher in all
that made him a representative man.
He became a farmer and drover, sup-
plying the butchers of Bridgeport and
vicinity with cattle until the coming
In of Western dressed .beef put an end
to that business, industrious, pru-
dent, energetic, intelligent and up-
right, by diligence and good judg-
ment in business matters he accum-
ulated, with what he had inherited, a
modest competence. He was a Demo-
crat in politics, tie cast his first vote
for President Tor James K. Polk in
1884, and his last for Grover Cleveland
in 1892. In 1848 he represented the
town of Monroe in the General Assem-
bly. In 1850 he removed to Bridgeport
and resided until his death in 1893 in
the house near this place which his
great-grandfath- James Walker,
built in 1739. ' He never sought or
held pulbllc office here but, in 1889, he
served on the committee of the town
having in charge the consolidation of
the town and' city government.

At what time the design of turning
this property into a park first took
root in his mind Is not known, but it
was probably when he was about fifty
years old. At that age, he might
reasonably expect to live to execute
such a plan. He had never married.
All of his family of his generationwere dead except an older half-siste- r.

All of his probable hgirs would be of
the half blood. The rest of his modest
fortune would be sufficient for the
simple wants of his old age. He had
an Intense desire to be remembered by
posterity for some noble and striking
deed, by which his name would be for-
ever linked with the public welfare.
The population of the city was then
about 25.000. He had witnessed its
growth from a small hamlet of 1,200
souls, and had the foresight to see
that it would one day be a large city.
He had seen many cities and knew how
attractive their parks made them, and
how essential they were to the health
and well being of the inhabitants. He
had often studied and remarked upon
the superior advantages of this site
for such purposes. He often stood
with his friends upon the highest
point in it. known as Walker's Hill,
one hundred and fifty! feet above tide
water, and pointed out with delight
its pastoral, sylvan and Idyllic aspect,
and the opportunities for picturesqueeffects which its outcropping ledges of
rock afforded. He could discern the
finished statue in the heart of the
shapeless block. As early as 1876 he
began to put his design into execu-
tion by planting here with his own
hands two rows of young elm trees
four rods apart and a mile in length.'But though with clear vision he
could see that the time would come,
and within a generation, when this
spot would be-- one of the ornaments
and treasures of the city, he had great
difficulty In persuading others to that
view. And, since his own means were
insufficient to develop it as a park,which could only be done by the city
itself, this insensibility and oppositionof others whose was nec-
essary greatly handicapped him. The
city was then small and quite remote.
There was no convenient way of ap- -

roach to it for the public generally.""able avenue did not extend above
Torth avenue. The trolley was as yet

inbuilt, unknown and even unthoughtf. We had already, as many thought,
1 lethora of public parks, very ex-

pensive to maintain. The ever grow-n- g

wants of a developing city had
run up a large debt. Taxes were highand it was generally considered un-
wise to divert the revenues to the pur-
pose he proposed.

The generation then on the stage hadteen brought up to work and not to
play, and little realized the advantagesto the city of such a park, especiallysince it already possessed others. To
overcome these objections and create
public opinion in favor of his project,Mr. Beardsley devoted several years of
his life, and at last succeeded. Those
of us who can recall his efforts in
these directions know that we owe this
park quite as much to his tenacity of
purpose and energy of character as to
his foresight arid benevolence.

At last when the matter appeared to
him rloe he acted. Refusing an offer
of S20.000 for the same, the half of all
he was worth, on February 4th, 1878,
he sent a communication to the Com-
mon Council proposing to donate this
tract of land to the city on the singlecondition that it should accept and
keep the same forever as a public park,with the name of Beardsley Park. The
proposition was at once referred to the
Park Commissioners for a report there-
on. On March 4ih. 1878. they reported
that they had visited the lands with
him, and found them, as to location
and growing woods admirably adapted
for a public park, and from the more
elevated portion of which a fine pano-
ramic view of the surrounding coun-
try, the city and Long Island Sound
was to be had. and recommended ac-
ceptance. The Council at once adopt-
ed the recommendation. At its meet-
ing on March 25th, 1878, a deed of the
same was delivered to the city and
thereupon the following resolution was
adopted: m

"Resolved. That the heartfelt thanks
of the cithtens of Bridgeport are due
and are hereby, through their repre--

be Stratford's most distinguished son
In her greatest period, but is now for-
gotten quite. Some months later an-
other son was born to them and chris-
tened James. James at twenty-fou- r
married Jerusha Nichols at twenty-on- a
and built the house near here in which
Mr. Beardsley afterwards lived so
long. Again the miracle was wrought,and a eon was born to them in turn
and christened James, the sixth of a
family of nine. He at twenty-on- a
married Mary Benjamin, aged eeven-tee- n

and lived at the old homestead.
Again "a single star drew from out
the vast and struck its being into
bounds," was born and christened
Betsy, th'e sixth of a family of eight.
Betsy waited in patient spinsterhooduntil she was twenty-nin- e, when Elisba
H.Beardsley, aged forty-fiv- e, a wid-
ower for only seven weeks, came down
from Monroe with much Insistency, as
if the time was urgent and otherwise
the century living purpose would be
thwarted, and married her. Two yearslater she bore him an only child, the
subject of this statue.

And so a whole century went bywith its reproductive miracle fourtlmes
repeated. And all the while this par-
ticular property continued In these
successive generations of the Walker
family until the very hill, where, the

of Stratford and Fairfield. The small
trees which he planted here a third
of a century since have already be-
come stately groves. As this sun
shines out and this June evening fades
o'er the green fields and steepled cit-
ies of our State, there is not to be seen
within its borders a prettier spot than
this.

Mr. Beardsley's end was tragic. He
had reached the age of seventy-tw- o.

He had carried out his cherished plan.His health was good, his mental and
physical strength unabated, and he
looked forward to many years of hap-
piness and usefulness. He did not
suppose that he had an enemy in the
world. Bwt by that strange fate
which turns our very virtues into
weapons for our mortal hurt, his
benevolence was his destruction. His
munificent gift to the city created the
general belief that he was wealthy,
and inspired the minds of wicked men
to rob and murder him. One evening,towards the close of December, 182,
he was seated at his desk in his li-

brary, revolving plans for the welfare
of this city, when two masked robbers
entered the adjoining room where his
aged sister wa sitting,- - and drove her,at the point of a pistol, into .the li-

brary. As he rose to resist them, theyclutched him and after a severe strug-
gle forced him back into his chair.

GOING AWAY ?
THE SUMMER RESORT NUMBER of the NEW YORK TRIBUNE,

MJH1IAT, JUNE 6th. will help you to select the Ideal place . It will Introduce
Ma to the Ideal spot for a Tacatlon. Better than ever. Profusey illustrated.
A aaost excellent Summer Resort Guide. Leave your order tor a copy with the

V--? lb cakes 16c each'

6c lb.r per
.. 6c per lb

8c per package

East Main St.

FTVE ASSORTMENT
ALL THE DIFFERENT FINISHES

Store 1 1 Arcade

VEGHICLES

Every
Description

At Lowest Prices.

9
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

Distinctive
Work
marks all the bundles which come
from this laundry. Linens receive
the attention of expert hand workers
In the doing up and the family wnsh
is given individual attention. Every-
thing pertaining to the establish-
ment is arranged with a view to per-
fect sanitary conditions. Try us with
your work.

Pott Office News

HORSE DRAWN

Of

185 207 MIDDLE ST.,

sentatives, the Common Council of the
said city, tendered to their fellow citi-
zen, James W. Beardsley, for his mag-
nificent gift to the city of a public
oarlc and that the appreciation of this
body and of the public of his public
spirit may be perpetuated it is rur-th- er

"Resolved, That these resolutions be
spread upon the city records and a
copy thereof he presented to Mr.
Beardsley."

The park was at once placed in
charge of the Park Commissioners
who, guided by its donor, began the
work of beautifying it.' bftt on account
of Inadequate appropriations it pro-
ceeded too slowly to suit Mr. Beards-
ley. He made repeated complaints
that his purpose in giving the land was
practically defeated by this insuffi-
ciency, hut as there was no express
condition In the deed that any partic-
ular amount should 'be expended by
the city, they were of little avaH. "Fin-
ally, in 1881. he hit upon a scheme to
secure his desired object.

On March 7.th, 1881, at a meeting of
the Common Council, the Park Com-
missioners reported that, at a confer-
ence with him about a proposed fur-
ther gift of lands to the city, to be
added to Beardsley Park, he had
agreed to convey to the city certain
pieces of property that it might make
its outlays and improvements on said
park and addition on a sure oasis as
a whole, but subject to the following
conditions:

First, said lands to he forever re-

served, held and improved by said city
as a public park, to be called by the
name of Beardsley Park and for no
other purpose.

Second, that upon the tract above
described the city Bhould expend 13,-0- 00

per annum for the next ten years
for laying out and improving the same
as a public park. Including a proper
mapped layout for the improvement of
said lands as a whole.

The Commissioners recommended the
acceptance of the offer and concluded
their report as follows:

"We congratulate our citixens on
this magnificent gift of over one hun-
dred acres of water, wood and rolling
field. We deem this example of gen-
erous giving worthy of grateful mem-
ory and mention. Many less thought-
ful and liberal have earned from those
benefitted and honored by the gifts,
memorials more lasting than their
words. We cannot but hope that such
a gift, made in the lifetime of the
donor will, while he still lives, be sig-
nalized by some memorial statue or
monument which shall tell of the gift
and giver forever."

The Council thereupon adopted the
following:

"Resolved, That the Council in Be-

half of our city gratefully accept the
written offer this day submitted by
James W. Beardsley to convey to our
city in fee simple the lands therein
named, provided the same be free from
all encumbrance."

During the remaining twelve years
of his life he was largely occupied,
with the Park Commissioners, in de-

veloping his gift and, in its brbad ex-

panses of green turf, rustic bridges,
groves and shady dells, fine water
front and winding drives, was worked
out his conception of what it should
be. To it he made large donations
of trees, shrubs and blooming plants,
and he was intending still further to
add very much to its decorative ma-
terial, when hi3 life came to an abrupt
end.

By his will, made shortly before his
death, he further added to its extent
and capabilities by a gift of nine
acres more, and provided that should
the city see fit at any time to erect
buildings on the same to be used as
an Old People's Home, Orphan Asy-
lum, Children's Home, or for any
benevolent or charitable use that shall
not te sectarian, reformatory or penal,
it should have full power to do so.
So practical and all embracing was
his charity.

In the sixteen years since his death,
the city has stretched out over the
Intervening fields and is now at its
gateway. It will soon pass on and
envelop it. Its population has become
well nigh a hundred thousand. By
the introduction of the trolley, every-
one in the city can now reach It In
a few minutes for five cents, as can
most of those in the adjoining towns,

Administrator's Sale By

AUCTION
House and Lot, 1105 North Avenue

SPLENDID OPPORTUNITY TO
SECURE A HOME

Must be sold to close estate of Thomas Knablin, deceased

Sale on Premises, Jane 26, 1909, 2:30 p. m.
PATRICK KANE, Administrator

concourse now is, came to be known
the -- country round as Walker's Hill.
But, a few years before Mr. Beards-ley- s

birth, it bad passed into the
hands of strangers.In his boyhood days he often visited
his grandfather, and afterwards his
Uncle Eli, at the old homestead, and
listened to the story of the length of
time this property had continued In
the family and of those who had
owned it before it was sold, and thus
picked up all the family traditions in
regard to It.

He often went swimming and fish-
ing in the river and skated on the
pond. Here he witnessed, "with the im-
pressibility of childhood and youth,the beauties of the revolving years th
yellow leaf falling from the tree, the
fields sleeping under their fertilisingshroud of snow, the revival of Spring,the fulness of Summer, and the golden
harvests of Autumn. Gradually
through all these channels an intense
love of the place and a passionate long-
ing to become its owner was instilled
in his mind And so he put into it
his hard earned dollars and acquired
it. The longer he lived the more h
admired its beauties and the more h
loved it. until It came to pass that he
could not bear to think that it, the
very apple of his eye, some day mightbe destroyed by being cut up into
building lots or used for factory sites.
And so the thought was prompted in
him to give it to the city for a park.
This, once entertained, was fostered
in him by every kindly influence until
it became the master purpose of his
life, and was carried out in deed. And
so were secured for millions in aftet
ages all the healthful and benignant
results, which from the beginning had
been planned.

"Who knoweth not in all these that
the hand of the Lord hath wroughtthis? In whose hand is the soul of
every living thing, and the breath of
all mankind."

Hither He will will bring his children
out of the dull, sordid and sensual sur-
roundings of their fetid tenements
and crowded workshops, and. from
youth to age, lure them to higher
things and to himself. The pulpit maylose its power the Church decay Tha
Book which was the- - manna on whichour fathers fed here in the wildernesi
sink in popular esteem below the al-
manac the miracles whieh stirred
their religious wonder be rejected aa
fables the very creed which led them
across the stormy ocean, in which w
were suckled, and which supported thia
good man through his life, become outt
worn, yet in this place He will stilt
teach them the self-sam-e truths from
which the Litanies of nations sprung,
Here each will learn to say with
Bryant:
"My heart is awed within me, whei!

I think
Of the great miracle that still goes on,
In silence, round me, the perpetualwork
Otf thy creation, finished, yet renewed '
Forever. Written on thy works I rea4
The lesson of thy own eternity."

one of them pressing his knee heavily
upon his abdomen, besides otherwise
bruising and hurting' him. As the re
sult of his injuries he failed rapidlyana died at half-pa- st two In the after-
noon of Sunday, New Tear's Day, 1893.
His murderers were never discovered.

This sketch would be defective, in
its most important trait, did It not
state that he died, having the testl
mony of a, good conscience, in the com
fort of a reasonable, religious and holy
hope, and in perfect charity with the
world.

The funeral look place the following
Thursday. On a severe winter's day,after prayers at his late residence, the
body was taken to Trinity church in
Nichols, where the services were held.
A great concourse of relatives and
friends attended. The Mayor of our
city and other prominent citizens act-
ed as pall-bearer- s. A specially ap-
pointed committee of the Common
Council was present. At sunset, the
family vault at Nichols Farms was
opened and in it the body was depos-
ited amid the remains of many of his
ancestors. The grave has rarely
closed over a character of greater ex-
cellence. Perhaps, by that time, he
was walking- on sun and moon and
stars in the Garden of Paradise of
God, to apply an expression of Richard
Baxter's.

Such is the brief story of the life
ind deeds of the subject of this statue.
Simple as It is, who can doubt that
it will outlive in this community even
this enduring bronze. On the tomb
in St. Paul's church, London, of Sir
Christopher Wren, its architect, is this
single sentence, "If you seek his monu-
ment, look around you." Mr. Beards-
ley twined his hopes of being remem-
bered in his line with this park. The
desire to be remembered after we are'gone, though not the earliest to be
awakened, is yet the strongest pas-
sion in the human breast and the last
to die.

"For who, to dumb - forgetfulness a
prey.

This pleasing anxious being e'er re-

signed.
Left the warm precincts of the cheer-

ful day.
Nor cast one longing lingering look

behind."
'M3"en from the tomb the voice of na-

ture cries,
Even in our ashes lived their wonted

fires."

Already all of his generation have
sunk into the grave or are tottering
on its brink and all who knew him
shall shortly follow, yet, today, elghty-r.in- e

years after his birth we see the
little children of this whole city troop-
ing here, in holiday attire, to do him
honor.

This statue is placed at the very en-
trance of the Park, fronting the longavenue of approach from the city, that
it may seem to welcome, as he would
do if he were here, all who come. And
In the coming ages, how many these
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495 Fairfield Avenue Telephone 2910
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